Results and Discussion
The EtOH extract of the whole herbs of S. tamariscina was concentrated and partitioned with chloroform and ethyl acetate. The ethyl acetate fraction was separated by a combination of chromatographies such as silica gel column chromatography, Sephadex LH-20 column chromatography, preparative thin-layer chromatography, and preparative highperformance liquid chromatography to yield two new compounds: selaginellin A (1) and selaginellin B (2) , and four known biflavonoids. They were identified as amentoflavone (3), 13) hinokiflavone (4), 13) heveaflavone (5), 8) and 7Љ-Omethyl amentoflavone (6) 14) based on comparison of their physical and spectral data with literature values. The structures of compounds 1-6 are shown in Fig. 1 .
Selaginellin A (1) was obtained as red needle crystal. The (Table 1 ) contained 19 signals, that could be classified using the DEPT data as nine methylenes and ten quaternary carbons, and revealed the presence of a symmetrical unit in the structure. d C 95.2 and d C 87.2 showed the presence of an acetylene bond. The total degree of unsaturation of five benzene rings and one acetylene was 22, which did not agree with the degree of unsaturation being 23, so there must be one double bond in the structure of compound 1.
The proton-carbon connectivity of 1 was determined by HMQC experiments. The connectivity of the five benzene rings and one acetylene bond of compound 1 was determined by the heteronuclear multiple-bond correlation spectroscopy (HMBC) (Fig. 2) . In the HMBC spectrum of compound 1, correlation peaks were observed between H-28, 32 (d 12) This observation may have been caused by the tautomerism of a and b with the contribution of active hydrogen (Fig. 3) . 12) The relative stereochemistry of compound 1 was deduced from X-ray crystallography. A view of the solid state conformation is provided in Fig. 4 . Bond distances and bond angles are provided in Table 2 .
Selaginellin B (2) was obtained as red needle crystal. The molecular formula of 2 was determined to be C 34 (Fig. 5) . Thus, the structure of compound 2 was established to be selaginellin B, (R,S)-4-[(4Ј-methoxy-4-(methyl)-3-((4-methoxyphenyl)ethynyl)- 
Experimental General Experimental Procedures
All melting points were determined by Kofle instrument and were uncorrected. UV spectra were recorded by Agilent 8453 spectrophotometer. IR absorption spectra were obtained with Nicolet Impact 400 FT-IR instrument as a film on KBr disk. 1 H and 13 C spectra were obtained with INOVA-500 instrument. Chemical shifts were reported in parts per million on the d scale with TMS as internal standard, and coupling constants were in Hertz. Single-crystal X-diffraction analysis was measured on a MAC DIP-2030K diffractometer; HR-ESI-MS was recorded on JMS-T100CS system. Column chromatography was performed with silica gel and Sephadex LH-20. TLC was performed on precoated Silica plates with CHCl 3 -MeOH system and spots were detected by vis illumination. Waters Prep LC 4000 System was used for preparing compound 1 with 2487 detector.
Plant Material The whole herbs of S. tamariscina were collected in Beijing, P. R. China, in October 2005. A voucher specimen (ST-01-2005) was deposited at the Museum for Materia Medica, National Institute for the Control of Pharmaceutical and Biological Products, Beijing.
Extraction and Isolation Whole herbs of S. tamariscina (15 kg) were ground to a coarse powder and extracted with 95% ethanol (10 lϫ3). The ethanol extract was evaporated in vacuo to yield a dark residue (352 g). The ethanol extract was re-extracted with chloroform and ethyl acetate. The ethyl acetate extract (43 g) was chromatographed on silica gel column (10ϫ70 cm) with chloroform-methanol gradient system to yield 4 fractions. Frs. 2 and 3 were chromatographed by Sephadex LH-20 and PTLC to afford amentoflavone (3, 100 mg), hinokiflavone (4, 21 mg), heveaflavone (5, 14 mg), and 7Ј-O-methylamentoflavone (6, 19 mg 
